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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:01 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones (arrived at 7:03 p.m.), Jennifer Jansen, 

Cornel Munteanu, Jay McFadden, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Odis Rogers, Police 

Chief, Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, and Terry Veloski, Assistant 

Finance Director.  Audience: 4.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of January 12, 

2021; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that there is a piece of legislation before Council this evening to appoint Cory 

Swaisgood as finance director and he would encourage all of Council to support the appointment.  

Last week he and Council President Stibich had a long meeting with Mr. Swaisgood and we both 

believe that he is very well qualified.  Mr. Swaisgood has considerable experience in municipal 

finance and state and county internal auditing.  He is pleased that we were able to find such a well-

qualified candidate to fill the position of Finance Director.  He stated that Mr. Swaisgood has a proven 

track record of transparency and accountability in both finance and auditing.  As you know, one is his 

top priorities is the responsible management of the taxpayers dollars.  During the interview process he 

was impressed by Mr. Swaisgood’s accounting skills as well as his leadership and management skills.  

He beliebes that Mr. Swaisgood’s experience, education, honesty and integrity will benefit both our 

finance department and city.  He stated that Mr. Swaisgood’s unique background makes him qualified 

to understand both municipal finance and auditing.   

 

He is also pleased to announce that the city received a NOPEC grant for $25,300 for the year 2021. 

This grant will help us implement energy efficiency or energy infrastructure, projects that will benefit 

the city for many years to come.  He spoke with Service Director Borczuch about the grant and he 

indicated that the city may be able to use $13,000 for the City Hall rooftop air conditioning unit and 

the remaining money for lights on the Covered Bridge and brick walkway.  Also, the service 

department received their new Ford Pickup truck on Monday and is a beautiful vehicle that the city 

purchased with grant money at no cost to the taxpayers. 

 

Lastly, and most importantly, he would like to respectfully remember the service of two Toledo 

firefighters that he worked with that were killed in the line of duty on today’s date. Their line of duty 

deaths at an arson fire was on January 26, 2014, Steve Machinski and James Dickman.  Also, please 
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remember Toledo Police Officer Branden Stalker who was killed in the line of duty last week with his 

funeral and burial being today.  

 

Communications from Residents - None 

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-02; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief 

Chief Rogers stated that with this being the last Council meeting before an officer retirement he 

wants to recognize Sgt. Floyd Takacs who will retire in a few days on February 1, 2021.  He stated 

that Sgt. Takacs is a United States Air Force Veteran, he worked for the Lorain County Metroparks as 

a Ranger prior to coming to Olmsted Falls. On July 13, 1993 Sgt. Takacs was hired full time with the 

Olmsted Falls Police Department.  During his over 27 years of service to the department, Sgt. Takacs 

was a field training officer, actually ended up running the city’s field training officer program for 

many years, a bicycle officer, firearms instructor, TASER instructor, and a Radar and Lidar 

instructor.  Sgt. Takacs did many things for our department; he was a sergeant since 2006.  He has 

enjoyed working with and learning from Sgt. Takacs over the years.  The department will miss him 

and he will certainly miss him as well.   

 

Secondly, on June 16th of this past year then President Donald Trump signed an executive order and 

basically mandating the prohibition of choke holds.  He believes at one or two Council meetings there 

was a discussion and he was asked a couple of times where we were on the use of force policy. At 

that time, he advised Council that we do not allow choke holds in this department, except of course as 

needed in a deadly force encounter and our policy reflected that. With this executive order they 

attached federal funds to it including CARES Act money. So, we had to put the choke hold portion of 

the policy, that we had removed years ago, back into the policy manual and specifically stipulate it 

was prohibited except for deadly force encounters. Through the Ohio Collaborative it had to be done 

by January 31st or we could not receive federal funds. He wanted to advise Council that this has been 

done and we have received our certification and that is how our use of force policy currently reads.  

 

Lastly, he would like Council to approve a requisition to Statewide Ford for the purchase of a new 

cruiser.  He would like to bring to Council’s attention that this will replace cruiser 5603 which is out 

of service because it needs a new engine and has 141,976 miles on it.  We received a quote for the 

new engine which would cost the city close to $5,000. It did not make a lot of sense to place a new 

engine in a vehicle with 141,976 miles.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Statewide Ford for the purchase of a Ford Explorer 

police interceptor in an amount not to exceed $55,989.00; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Chief Rogers thanked Council.  He stated that his officer’s will be happy to hear tomorrow.  
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Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that the truck he received via the grant saved the city $41,000 which was a 

blessing.   

 

He spoke with the individual at NOPEC regarding the grant and the roof top unit that we are already 

replacing and she believes that there will be no issue in utilizing the grant for the replacement which 

will save the city $13,000.  He stated that the city has had issues with the bridge and walkway 

lighting for quite some time.  The individual at NOPEC stipulated that the rewiring for these 

components would be included for the grant monies.  He is currently obtaining quotes for this work.  

This will change the lighting over to LED which would be an energy savings and hopefully save the 

city money so we can in turn utilize those funds to help purchase the playground equipment maybe 

this year.  

 

He stated that at the last meeting there was a discussion regarding the David Fortier Park sign.  The 

main entrance to this park is on Water Street, which is the address for the park.  There are multiple 

areas to enter this park, with the Dan Waugh Trail, the Village Park, which has been there for as long 

as he has been around and he went to pre-school at the Community Church, also the staircase by the 

church.  Currently, he believes that it is bright enough to see but, in the future, maybe we can look at 

something else.  For now, he would rather focus the extra funds that we might be able to use towards 

the playground equipment and believes that would be in our best interest right now. 

 

Mr. Borczuch replied that currently the city has a good supply of rock salt.  

 

Ms. Jansen asked if the city would utilize the new joint recreation district for the playground, she 

knows it will entail the parks and recreation board but will this entity be involved.  Mr. Borczuch 

replied that in initial conversations with the Mayor, we would like to meet with the chairman of the 

park and recreation board and the liaison since the chairman is also a part of the 501C3 group. At that 

point we can see where we can go with the process. The money from the state will probably be half of 

what is needed for the smaller portion and we have collected almost $65,000 in the 113 fund which 

he would like to use along with that $75,000. Hopefully we can collect a little more to give us enough 

to at least do the main jungle gym area and also have handicap accessibility.  He thinks that cost will 

be around $152,000 state bid wise.  He thinks this will probably be a little bit of a process but he 

knows from discussions with the Mayor that he wants to set up a meeting in the near future with the 

chairman of park and rec.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that yesterday the Frontline rescue squad, our ambulance, was sent to Fallsway 

to get its first head to toe preventative maintenance.  It has received oil changes over the years but 

never really had an in-depth look.  He knows some of the guys are complaining about front end issues 

so we may be looking at ball joints. He believes this will be out of service for a couple of weeks but 

our back up squad is in top shape so there will be no issues of not having ambulance coverage.  

 

He stated that the 1B vaccines are beginning and the only place he knows of in our area to get that 

vaccine is Drug Mart and they are taking some reservations. They are unsure about how many doses 

they will receive. He attended a chief’s meeting today when an issue came up that kind of disturbed 

him and he may ask some members of Council help him follow up but wants to follow up himself 

first. The Middleburg Heights Recreation Center has been giving COVID vaccines the last couple of 

weeks on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Now, them, like us and several other cities pay into the Southwest 
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General fund and our payout last year was about $46,503 and if this is something that they are 

offering to the citizens of Middleburg Heights he does not see why our city was not notified. He will 

go through the EMS portion of the hospital but they may not even know its going on. If this goes 

more in depth with more hospital administrators maybe someone can help out and see if we can get 

our citizens involved too because they have every right to it also since they pay that tax.  Ms. Jones 

stated that Mr. Munteanu is Council’s representative to Southwest General Hospital.  Mr. Stibich 

asked if the Mayor knew anything. Mayor Graven replied that he was not told anything.  Mr. Stibich 

suggested contacting the Mayor of Middleburg Heights and see if this is done through Southwest 

General.  Mayor Graven stated that he called the County Health Commissioner, Terry Allen, in an 

attempt to get our police officers vaccinated because Chief Rogers was told that they would not be 

vaccinated until April and Mr. Allen said no as the Governor has said even police officers have to 

wait so he is very surprised to know that the officers can’t get vaccinated but they are doing it at 

Middleburg Recreation Center.  Mr. Munteanu stated that he will make a phone call tomorrow. Chief 

Sheehan stated that it was stated that they had been there the last couple weeks on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays giving it to the citizens and at today’s meeting was the first he heard that.  Mr. Munteanu 

replied that he would follow up.  Mr. Stibich asked that he find out the details and if its possible for 

Olmsted Falls residents to participate.  

 

Chief Sheehan stated that Resolution 08-2021 is for a grant through Firehouse Subs for 1,900 feet of 

our large diameter back up hose, this is not a matching grant so this purchase would be at no cost to 

the city.  Mr. Stibich stated that this is another example of the grants the chief has gotten for the 

department.  Chief Sheehan thanked Terry Veloski because she has to find a lot of obscure numbers 

that the grants want so she has big a big help with all the ones submitted.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I – No Report 

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III – No Report 

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV – No Report 

 

Council-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen asked Mr. Bemer if there was any update on the two councils that the city needs formed 

for the Community Reinvestment Area.  Mr. Bemer replied nothing other than what was previously 

discussed.  We anticipate having the annual meeting sometime during mid-Spring, while there is no 

urgency, he believes it is something that should be put on the administration’s agenda so that both the 

Mayor and Council can begin looking for some candidates.  We should not lose site of creating our 

tax abatement council.  Mayor Graven replied that he has received a few volunteers and encouraged 

Council if they know of anyone that would want to serve to have them contact the administration.  

Mr. Stibich replied that Council needs three appointments and the Mayor needs three for a total of 

six.  Mr. Bemer replied yes and then those members pick one.  Ms. Jansen asked if there were some 

sort of document that should be typed up that Council approves with details about what is expected of 

the volunteers and how long their appointments are; similar to what the responsibilities are of the 

other boards we have.  Mr. Bemer replied no, this is a statutory created Council and their authority is 

limited. In discussing this council with a sister community regarding how they were working this is 

more of a report by the appointed individual, who is the chairman, and in this case would be Braden 

Thomas. It is a numbers review showing how many applications we received, the nature of the 

projects and the monetary savings to the property owners and that’s it.  Mr. Stibich replied essentially 

an audit verification program.  Mr. Bemer stated that was well said.  Mr. Stibich stated an audit of the 
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number of applications that met the qualifications and complied with the law are accurate.  Ms. 

Jansen replied so they are not approving but rather doing verifications after the fact.  Mr. Bemer 

replied correct.  Ms. Jansen stated that she hasn’t attempted to recruit anyone yet because she wanted 

to wait for something more tangible to give them before they decided.  Mr. Stibich stated that if she is 

looking for a description it was in the legislation and knows that it is not much but that is what the 

state law states and its very short and simple. Is it appropriate to embellish on that he does not think 

so and believes it is best to leave it as the law states.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that she attended her first Planning and Zoning meeting with two items. One was 

very minor but the second was an informal discussion about something new that is trending and that 

is a barndominimum.  Mr. Chitester stated that his brother asked if he should build one in South 

Carolina and he had no idea what that was.  Ms. Jansen stated that she researched it. This is the new 

trending thing that came out years ago but has really taken off now especially with all the COVID 

regulations. Personally, she would love one and thinks its awesome. It’s a metal structure with a twist 

between a barn and your residence. You have a percentage of maybe 80% and that is whatever you 

want it for storage or recreation, and the other percentage is your home. Looks like a normal home 

with a bathroom, kitchen, and office and someone wants to build one in Olmsted Falls and so it was 

really interesting.  It sounds like there will be a couple of meetings to figure this out.   

 

Before the meeting started we were discussing the segment that they did on Sunday but there were 

actually two positive media events that happened since our last meeting. The first was on the 12th on 

Fox 8 New Day Cleveland; they were at the Second Thyme Around doing a live segment going over 

the antiques and all of the different vendors. Then this past Sunday was Angelina’s Pizza and they 

were there to raise awareness for “Pizza with a Purpose.” One dollar out of every pepperoni pizza that 

is ordered between now and the 31st is donated to the Ohio Restaurant Association to help the staff 

that has suffered in the restaurant’s association. She thought it was great we had in less than two 

weeks two of our businesses got air time.  

 

Council-at-Large, Lori Jones 

Ms. Jones stated that she forwarded everyone a text for the Middleburg Heights vaccine and how to 

register.  It does not say that it is open yet.  Mayor Graven asked if there was an age limit.  Ms. Jones 

stated that the first part gives the 1A and 1B then mentions the fairgrounds for the 1A’s and a 

question “I’m 75 where can I find a provider location” and it gives Giant Eagle, Marc’s and 

Southwest General in Middleburg. Then it says SWGC and the City of Middleburg Heights have 

created a joint vaccine location at the recreation center, to register contact SWGC or register online so 

you register through Southwest General.  

 

Ms. Jones stated that she thought our fire station was registered to help out with vaccines.  Chief 

Sheehan replied that he volunteered the station with the County a couple of months ago but never 

heard back and believes that is when they went with their original plan for the Cuyahoga County 

fairgrounds for the 1A.  He felt with the number of seniors that we have, especially in the 1B group, 

our firefighters could have handled giving the vaccine city wide. The Governor said this is a 

pandemic and has allowed first responders as paramedics to give the shots but unfortunately the 

county is running everything and we have to go by what they request.  Ms. Jones asked what about 

talking to Southwest like Middleburg did because it sounds like they didn’t go through the County 

but rather Southwest.  Chief Sheehan stated that would be between the Cuyahoga County Board of 

Health and Terry Allen and Southwest Hospital.  She stated that the Mayor of Middleburg stated he 

worked with Southwest so it doesn’t sound like he went through the County so maybe Mr. Munteanu 
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and Graven can work with the hospital.  Mr. Stibich stated that he believes between Mr. Munteanu 

and Chief Sheehan the two can find out if there is anything the fire department can do to get this 

vaccine out to residents. Ms. Jones asked if our fire department personnel got their vaccinations.  

Mayor Graven replied yes.  

 

Ms. Jones stated that she thinks we are lucky to get, at least on paper, a qualified candidate for 

finance director and is excited.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II  
Mr. Munteanu stated that the Southwest Board members received an email that one of our residents, 

Anne Pennock, who has been a resident for 40 years in the Brentwood neighborhood and served on 

the board.  The email that Bill Young sent states: I am sorry to inform you that Anne Pennock has 

passed away.  Anne was a wonderful person and a long-time supporter of Southwest General.  She 

served on the Southwest General Community Health System Board of Trustees for 20 years and was 

an elected delegate from the City of Olmsted Falls.  She represented her community well on the board 

and was an active contributor and worked to help make the health system better.  On a personal note I 

will miss Anne.  Unfortunately, due to her health issues in the past few years we had not been able to 

see Anne as much as we would like.  I will always remember her for her smile and how she took a 

genuine interest not only working to support Southwest General but me as our leader.  She will be 

greatly missed.  We are all blessed for having her in our lives.”  He stated that he believes he 

remembers her and would probably know her by face.  He knows that our Clerk does know her.  

Being in our community and the activist she was at Southwest he wanted the email on the record.  

Mr. Stibich stated that this is another example of the fine citizens that we have that give service to the 

residents and her service is much appreciated.  

 

Council President Paul Stibich  
Mr. Stibich stated that the Clerk has updated the pay range legislation that was discussed at last 

week’s work session.  He would ask everyone to review it and will schedule a work session next 

Tuesday, February 2nd at 7:00 p.m. to discuss.  He would ask that the new finance director also intent 

so that Council can speak with him.  The plan for the new finance director is that he will work a full 

day every Friday and that is an improvement on what we have had with the previous two finance 

directors.  He stated that hopefully he will have had time to review the December financials but also 

hopefully be able to help with any questions Council has on the pay range legislation.  Ms. Jones 

stated that the clerk’s pay range is inaccurate and asked that this be corrected.  Ms. Mancini indicated 

that she made a typo and a new piece of legislation will be sent out to Council tomorrow.  

 

Ms. Stibich thanked Ms. Jansen for discussing the two media events that took place regarding Second 

Thyme Around and Angelina’s Pizza.  He would like to thank Ms. Reichle for giving a good image to 

our community and for her generosity and support for this community, she is a good spokeswoman 

for our town.  Thank you, Ms. Reichle.  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  
Mr. Bemer stated that he would like to comment regarding a statement made by Chief Sheehan.  This 

month is always a complicated and busy time for the finance department, the end of the year and 

beginning of the year finances complicated with gathering facts and figures for our collective 

bargaining process and that responsibility has fallen on Ms. Veloski and Ms. Novak alone without 

having a finance director.  He would like to commend these two fine ladies for their help and 

assistance.  Mr. Stibich thanked them both for holding down the fort in the finance department.  
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Old Business - None 

 

New Business  

 

Resolution 06-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND/OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE TO ENGAGE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR, AND TO ADVERTISE FOR 

BIDS AND ENTER INTO ONE OR MORE CONTRACTS FOR ASPHALT OVERLAYS, 

CONCRETE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT, CRACK SEALING AND BITUMINOUS 

SURFACE TREATMENTS TO VARIOUS CITY STREETS FOR THE ANNUAL STREET 

MAINTENANCE AND REHABILITATION PROGRAM, APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Ms. Jansen moved to discuss.  Ms. Jansen stated that the legislation states to advertise and enter into 

one more contracts and asked if these contracts would come before Council individually.  Mr. Bemer 

indicated that these will come to Council as requisitions.  Ms. Jansen stated that she does not see a 

dollar amount listed.  Mr. Bemer replied that once the bids are submitted the lowest and best will be 

chosen and then presented in requisition form by Mr. Borczuch.  Mr. Stibich explained that the specs 

are put out and we wait for the bids to come in.  Mr. Bemer replied yes.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 07-2021  

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND CONSENTING TO AN EMERGENCY ROAD 

MAINTENANCE PROJECT BY THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS FOR 2021 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 08-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION ON 

BEHALF OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS TO PARTICIPATE IN A FIREHOUSE 

SUBS PUBLIC SAFETY FOUNDATION GRANT, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

FIREFIGHTING SUPPLIES AND ACCEPTING SAID FUNDS IF AWARDED, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Ordinance 09-2021  

AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING CORY SWAISGOOD AS FINANCE DIRECTOR AND 

TAX ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, ESTABLISHING 

COMPENSATION, AND REPEALING ALL LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT 

HEREWITH    First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Munteanu moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Jones moved to adopt; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 7 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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